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CYPAG

Children & Young People Action Group

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 20th February 2006
Present: 
Imran Atcha - Gymnation

                        Luke Bennett – Gloucestershire Youth Service

                        Ivor Daniel – Gloucestershire Youth Service (Chair)

Tony Francis – Gloucestershire Youth Service

Francis Gobey – Glos City Council

Angela Ingram – Glos CDRP

Jane Lakin – Glos County Council – Change for Children

Cynthia Simon – Gloucestershire YOS

Michael Thomas – GLOFYSH

Apologies:
Sue Dalton, Pat Dabbs, Chris Gibson, Emma Green, Kerry Sykes,

Pat Laing, Jane Whitehead, Geoff Gait Carr, Jo Hall, Chris Gibson, Jim Lockhart, Annie Cam, Monica Phelps, Sarah Timbrell, Ben Ward. 

	Updates
	Action

	Greyfriars – meeting this week.  Young people represented on steering group.

Inter Faith activities fund – Looks like an unsuccessful bid this time.  There is a further round in September 2006.  

Sexual Health – A further session of detached work held successfully on Valentines Day.  More sessions planned for Easter and summer holidays.  There is a sexual health training day on Friday 3rd March at Chequers Bridge.

Gloucester Play Strategy – Waiting for guidance from the Big Lottery Funding on how to bid. Play subgroup meeting to decide proposals.

Children & Young People Plan latest draft completed: core priorities agreed. All to be sorted by 10th March, then to County Cabinet for signing.  All six councils need to sign.  When completed it will be phased in, the first year being the busiest.

Website – www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/changeforchildren
Includes plans for:  Extended Services in Schools – for examples Ben’s cluster in north Gloucester; Children’s Centres – for example Bartongate.

CYPAG will have a role in Gloucester: looking at area planning, how things are working in practice, working together, how things can be improved and where the gaps are.

Consultation on safety – Took place in the autumn last year – ASB/CDRP – young people’s experiences, anti social behaviour, hotspots. Last chance to fill in the questionnaire by end March 2006: copies to Cynthia, Imran & Glofysh.

Loud and clear – Bullying is a big issue; this came out in the consultation.   Young people seem to hang out in groups for safety.   

Second homes money allocation to Gloucester 

The Gloucester Partnership Executive asked CYPAG to come up with a proposal to use £15,000 of this year’s money for a strategic project on young people and homelessness.

Following discussion of the present housing crisis for young people and the appalling standard of Bed & Breakfast properties in Gloucester, Michael proposed the following projects (which he will write up in more detail):

· A new piece of research, with University involvement, on young people’s housing needs 

· A hard-hitting video/DVD - from a YP perspective - of different young people’s experiences of finding housing and on being homeless. 

Youth Offending Service (YOS)

Cynthia Simon spoke about the structure of the YOS – multi-agency team looking at preventing offending of young people aged 10-18 years (after 18 years they are referred to probation) – and her links with other staff and districts. 

YOS work includes: Court Duty Officer, and specialist units on housing, CPN, EWO, SMW, crime prevention. When a young person attends court, the YOS Pre-sentence Report outlines offence analysis – background – risk of re-offending/self harm, conclusion/proposal – what would be suitable for the community.

Other programs include:

Prison visit - Taking a group of young people into prison to see the structure and also to speak to the inmates about life in prison.  Program was a success.

Restorative Justice – where young people are faced with victims of the crime. 

Mediation – Where they hear from the victim of their crime; can be very effective if both the victim and perpetrator agree to meet.

Intensive Supervision & Support Programme (ISSP) – last chance given to a young offender before they are locked up.  Young people have to do 15 hours of education weekly. They usually have a curfew imposed on them and are sometimes tagged. 

Prevent and Deter - Each programme is developed differently. Gloucester Prevent & Deter works to help prevent youths getting into the criminal system.  Any young person can be referred via school, Police, Doctor etc. - or self-referral. Prevent and Deter Awareness Days were held on 21st and 24th February. 

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 29th March 2006 – 12 to 2pm at Coney Hill NP Neighbourhood College.
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