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Children & Young People Action Group (CYPAG)

Wednesday 11 January 2006 Calton Junior School

Present: Geoff Gait Carr (Calton), Sue Dalton (The Bizz), Joe Knight (Greyfriars), Angela Ingram (CDRP), Matthew Hill (city), Pippa Levett (GNPN), Kerry Sykes (CF), Jane Whitehead (CHNP), Nikki Hanman (WCAP), Francis Gobey (city), Ivor Daniel (YS), Jane Lakin (CfC)

Apologies: Pat Dabbs (CDRP), Pat Laing (LEA), Bernie Cox (YS), Sarah Timbrell (P&D) 
Minutes of CYPAG of 9 November 2005 approved

Coney Hill footpath: access issues still ongoing;

Activities for YP leaflet: some omissions. Updates to Francis please.

Ice-skating 

Thanks to the partnership for the ice-skating tickets, enabling groups to take children ice-skating at a reduced cost. Most of the children that went were from families that would not otherwise be able to afford it.  Feedback – great for Gloucester, but overpriced. Suggest that they could do more group discounts next time, and more free tickets that can be passed to groups.

Calton Junior School and the Community

Geoff told the group that the school would celebrate 100 years of education in the community this year. With pleasure he told the group of the OFSTED inspection carried out in 2003, where the school received a good report. He also read out a letter that had been received (and a cheque) from an ex pupil of the school, saying how the school had set him on a good path for life. 

Citizenship is taught in the school, giving the children some responsibility.

There is a buddy scheme, where older children look after the younger ones; and a mediation scheme – helping sort disputes in playground / school. In February 2004 children who were mediators and buddies at the school were invited to Bristol to a conference of head teachers from all over the South West. From this a school network of 7 or 8 schools has been created. 

School council gives all children in the school someone they can go to, who can then speak on their behalf at the school council meetings. School council are elected in Citizenship week. They are invited to school governors meetings and meet together with six other local primary schools. 

Personal safety is taught at the school using Proact, where the children are taught about keeping safe, and keeping their property safe, also promoting responsibility. This promotes respect, giving the children the right to speak and to be heard, but also that they have to listen to other people at times too. 

Geoff was positive about learning from history, using local control to achieve national standards, and extending services to children (Children’s Centre, Excellence Cluster). Working together with parents and children ensures that the school is important in the neighbourhood. 

The Bizz

Sue outlined work of The Bizz – based at Star 66 in Linden Road: a dance project group for teens; a DJ school, youth and community night, basket ball and outdoor sports court. Taking over the building from the county in the next few weeks, once building work is completed. Sue will manage the building

Pip shared some worries about the current trend for communities having to take ownership of facilities. Lottery funding is there to apply for, but more and more charities are applying. 

Greyfriars

Joe explained the work of the past 18 months: creating a management body out of a steering group of different agencies. Looking at the right way of managing the group, and setting up a Youth Forum. The management body is to be set up by March, aiming at being up and running Summer 2006. Joe will invite Colin to give a presentation to CYPAG in the late spring. 

Faith Groups 

Francis updated group on the £43k Faith Communities Capacity Building Bid to be decided on 15 February. For work with the young people & organisations from different faiths, developing community cohesion. 

Change for Children Programme – Every Child Matters

Jane outlined progress on development of the 3-year Children & Young People Plan, due in March ’06. Parents, carers and CYP were consulted. Keen to build a citizens’ panel – suggestions of named people welcome. Link for consultation pages:

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/everychildmatters
Sexual Health 

Ivor updated group on Christmas initiative: outreach in the City Centre by youth workers and nurses giving young people advice on safe sex, and free condoms where appropriate. 

Young people as victims of crime & ASB

Ivor shared questionnaire results so far (see attachment), and reminded groups to return questionnaire if they hadn’t done so.

Play Strategy

Francis summarised the CYPAG/City Council play strategy on increasing play in Gloucester, initially using a £173k allocation from the Big Lottery Fund. Play is defined as: ‘Free, local, open-access, fun activities that children and young people choose for themselves – with varying forms of supervision.’ 

Volunteers for a sub group to work up proposals: Pip, Jane, Nikki, Matthew. 

AOB Angela reported that CDRP are to change the messages on the GL1 plasma screen to aim the messages at the youth about staying safe. 

Next Agenda to include: new Chair for CYPAG from February; planning of CYPAG actions and priorities for 2006

Next CYPAG meetings: Monday 20 February 12.00–14.00 at Chequers
Wednesday 29 March 12.00–14.00 at a Neighbourhood Project (TBD)

Tuesday 9 May 12.30–14.30 at Friendship Café, Barton Street

