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Children & Young People Action Group (CYPAG)

20 March 2007 
Notes & Actions
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Ivor Daniel
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Terry Pullen 
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Sarah Pettifer




“ Child Action Project

Graham Bullivant




“ Best Futures Team

Francis Gobey




Gloucester City Council

Matthew Hill 




Gloucester City Council
Pip Levett





GNPN

Corinna Chartier




Children’s Fund

Katie Bartlett 




Matson NP

Tim Gisbourne




Connexions

Apologies

Jo Hall, Bilkis Bhula, Geoff Gait-Carr, Angela Ingram, Chris Gibson, Pat Dabbs, Pat Bailey, Imran Atcha, Pat Laing, Linda Uren, Mary Welsh, Chris Sands, Jane Lakin, Colin Pritchard, Jane Whitehead

CYPAG Chair & Admin

Sarah offered some admin support to Pip  - but this later proved difficult. Job is still there!

Notes & actions from 1 March 2007


MINUTES Approved. 

Monitoring of CYPAG Action Plan for 2006/7 
Access to Coney Hill Park work scheduled now for securing access & DDA compliance, with part of £160k Section 106 planning gain from developer. Matt Hill is also consulting on further play and open space priorities for CYP in Coney Hill.

Young people in Quedgeley





Sheila Golder, Youth Worker at Equals, outlined  youth provision and youth issues in the area:

Equals offers a youth club, junior club, Innovations club for those with learning disabilities, and confidential clinic, making for all week use. Four outreach workers also cover the Quedgeley, Hardwick and Kingsway area, with a Pod for the moment and proposed youth facilities within the new community centre.

The Youth Parish Council has worked successfully with planners on four sites in Kingsway, and recently completed projects on gardening, skate park launch and the Rough Guide. The Youth Parish Council  model for young people’s involvement in decision making is welcome and effective.

Issues include: Where is the statutory support for CYP with Disabilities outside of school? Innovations, working with 40+ young people & 10 volunteers, has been stretched since the closure of Milestone’s out of school club (only other provision is at Oasis and Horizons). Transport is always an issue.

A Disability Sports Club will launch in September – backed by GL1, Oxstalls and the University – with summer camps offering integrated provision in physical activity. Young Gloucestershire is offering support, information advice and guidance.

Youth Offer

Terry Pullen of the Youth Service (CYPD) outlined the progress Gloucestershire is making on developing a statutory published youth offer for 13-19s (24s with disabilities). Following national standards, the mapping phase (more than 500 activities & places) will be followed by quality assurance, and extensive consultation with CYP to gather their views. 

Issues include the increased (but costly) take up of free CRB checks via Young Glos; the capacity to include smaller groups without workers; the sheer number of activities in Gloucester (150+ without sports!). A youth offer could link well with the emerging Play Offers from Gloucester and other districts for the younger age range. Contact Terry for more information.

Area planning for CYP

Issues to be flagged up as possible CYPAG actions – both those within Gloucester Partnership’s new Sustainable Community Strategy, and those within the CYPP of the countywide Children & Young People Strategic Partnership:

· Funding voluntary sector youth provision through general community funding budgets – rather than through a partnership of Youth Service and Young Gloucestershire – will bring challenges. How will it work?

· Commissioning is coming, but how will it work in practice?

· What is the role of SHAPE advisors?

· Which actions and targets belong to CYPAG’s action plan and which to the CYPP?

Next CYPAG meetings

Monday 21 May, 12.00 to 14.00, Children’s Fund, Eastgate House, Eastgate Street, Gloucester

Key to acronyms

CYPAG 
Children & Young People Action Group (Gloucester)

GP

Gloucester Partnership (Gloucester)

CDRP

Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership (Gloucester)

CYPP 
Children & Young People Plan (Countywide)
CYPSP 
Children & Young People Strategic Partnership (Countywide)
YOF/YCF 
Youth Opportunity Fund / Youth Capital Fund (Countywide)

CAF 

Common Assessment Framework (Countywide)
YIST

Youth Inclusion Support Team (Countywide)
BEST
 
Best Futures Team (Gloucester Excellence Cluster)

FIP

Family Intervention Project (Gloucester CDRP)
CYPAG Action Plan for 2006/7

Priorities  CYPAG has agreed the following priorities for 2006/7:
1. To tackle specific problems requiring partnership action one at a time, work on resolving them, monitor progress each meeting, and get a result: starting with the access issue to Coney Hill Park.

2. To focus on improving the quality of the outdoor social environment for children & young people (including safety, accessible and affordable facilities, public open space, supervision).

3. To promote volunteering within and across communities, on both youth-related and whole-community projects.

4. To set up sub-groups for particular ongoing issues, and to agree protocols for referring back to the CYPAG and on to the Gloucester Partnership Executive / CDRP, and the Gloucestershire Strategic Partnership / Children & Young People Strategic Partnership where needed: starting with the sub-group on play.

Mission Statement  CYPAG has strengthened its role as area planning and reference group for the countywide CYP Plan:

· CYPAG will provide a voice for children and young people so that they can influence decisions that affect their lives, including the CYP Plan, strategies on play, crime and disorder and planning new developments.

· Through joint working, the various agencies represented on CYPAG will deliver a range of improved facilities and services in Gloucester, informed by the Community Strategy, the Children & Young People’s Plan and by what children and young people have said they want.

· In all its activities CYPAG will promote community cohesion and offer opportunities for young people from the various and diverse communities within Gloucester to meet and work together.

· CYPAG will also work to support young people to play an active part in their own safety and reduce the risk of becoming involved with crime.

Vision  CYPAG has aligned its vision with the Every Child Matters outcomes and the timeframe of the Community Strategy:
Over the next 7 years, to make it easier for children and young people in Gloucester to be healthy and safe, enjoy & achieve, make a positive contribution and achieve economic well being.
