Gloucester Partnership

Gloucester Crime & Disorder Reduction Partnership

Summary of main messages from consultation 

with children & young people 

January to July 2004

Informal meetings of CYPAG and children & young people were held at Equals YC Quedgeley, City Works (for Star 66), Echoes YC Coney Hill, Matson Youth Yard, and White City Optionz Youth Project.

Some of the young people had organised themselves into specific participation groups ( Quedgeley Youth Parish Council, Dance Group, Big it Up Crew ( others were users of youth projects.

The purpose of the informal meetings ( attended by variety of CYPAG members from different organisations ( was dialogue on young people’s current concerns and priorities, so that these could be fed into CYPAG action planning, specifically the next 3-year GCDRP strategy.

The dialogue was structured around the following four questions on children & young people’s experiences in each area. Some local information was acted on immediately by partner agencies. The full consultation will soon be posted on the new Gloucester Partnership website www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk
What are you doing to get the voice of children & young people heard? 

· The core group meets weekly and swaps roles each year to give members a chance to do different things. 

· Members come through school and friends, and they are aware of the benefits of a good sized group. 

· Forming a community action team for work in the community (litter picking etc)

· Make presentations to years 7&8 to gather ideas.. and update noticeboards in schools monthly

· Involved in UKYP (youth parliament) elections 
· Discussion topics ( relationships, bullying, health problems, future careers ( decided as a group, 1 week in advance, to give the members time to prepare
· Programme set out for each week; ballot box used to decide tasks on night
· Welcome pack has been created for new members

· Petition on adventure playground in Matson collected 2,000 signatures, and was presented to MP Parmjit Dhanda at Westminster

· Recruit for new members through magazines, leaflets, the Citizen, walking the streets and talking to youngsters by local shop etc.
· Covering topics such as bullying, teenage pregnancy, drug & alcohol abuse ( we find it easier to explain and understand through dance and drama.

· We are spokespeople for our generation!

· We were really pleased and proud to perform at the Substance Misuse Service conference … people do listen to us.

· We have a good mix ( all from different backgrounds, and different cultures, so many other people can relate to at least one of us.

· We haven’t planned the next campaign – that’s what makes us different.  We react and tackle issues as they arise.  

How would you like to be consulted?

· Questionnaires through school work because they are done in work time and reach the most young people.

· Young people will communicate through noticeboards, web, MSN messenger, email, if they are informed.

· Group involved with many consultation exercises with the Children’s Fund, but had never seen any reports, improvement plans or physical developments.

· No further information/feedback provided after…other consultations.

· We want to be consulted as young people who live and play in the area.

· Questionnaires are a good way of asking young people what they want, especially if young people have created the questionnaire.

· Would welcome police or police community support officers to group meeting.

· We want to be spoken to and treated like young adults – and to see changes being made. 

· We want adults to be around us, but they must be the right adults. 

· Adults… think we are up to no good. Some of my friends think, if we are being accused of it anyway, we might as well cause trouble, drink or take drugs.

· Boys and girls can get into trouble right under their parents’ noses – by going on to chat rooms on the Internet.

· All of the youth clubs close too early, but does that give the police the right to march us back home, just because we outside some shops having a good old chinwag with our mates before we go home?

What do you think of play and youth facilities?  How could they be improved? 

· You can’t shout at young people for mucking around and being silly if there is nothing for them to do

· Better to fix and improve things already there and provide things for all age groups, so that the older ones don’t use the toddler equipment.

· Multi-use games areas attractive to youth, help parents feel that the young people have something safe to do ( but sometimes attract complaints from nearby residents.
· Nothing for 10-16 year olds – would like to see a Youth Shelter and swings.  

· Facilities are terrible; it’s no wonder young people turn to drugs, vandalism and crime.
· Older teenagers hang out late and vandalize equipment
· Play areas are unsafe, because of druggies, alcoholics, and bad people; some think it’s cool to go to the park every weekend and get drunk or stoned.  

· My parents wouldn’t allow me to go to the park because of all the drugs and stuff that goes on down there.

· Play areas near to where I live have been vandalised ( half the playthings have been ripped out by people who are too old to use the equipment

· We’ve found syringes in our play areas so we don’t go there anymore.  I feel too intimidated by people who are there taking drugs and drinking.

· GL1 does not have any diving boards or water slides. GL1 is too expensive to hire the dance studio. 

· A proper local gym, not just a youth club only open some of the time ( more sports

· Like the chill-out zone and homework club

· Boys want a BMX track

· Dance is.. what I want to do, and it’s given me something to focus on and work towards.

· A gym would be great – but an affordable gym and easy to get to on the bus.

· DJ-ing and recording facilities would be great – this would increase IT skills.

· When are we going to see some of these changes?  

How are children & young people affected by crime & disorder? 

· Bullying remains a problem in school, especially years 7/8/9. A mentoring scheme in SVS for year 7s by older pupils is having positive results.

· Police Community Support Officers are good, potentially approachable, and make it feel safer.

· DRUGS – dealers living in local area. Too frightened to ring police about drug dealers for the fear of reprisals and threats. Drug deals take place every single day. Have been approached loads of times by druggies asking to borrow money. The crime rate is very high, mainly due to drugs. 

· Police searched wrong house and dug up garden – no apology was ever made.  

· Syringes on the roundabout, in the park and in car parks and outside the pub. 

· BULLYING – The whole experience was terrifying and very depressing.  Did not go to school for quite a while because of the bullying. 

· Are aware of Crimestoppers and that it is anonymous.

· We feel we are just as much of a victim as any adult.  We don’t want to go to play areas that have been vandalised or where the druggies go.

· It would be good if play areas were well lit.

· We can’t go, don’t want to go or are advised not to go to many areas of the city because of crime. 

· We are also restricted by other people’s perception of what we might be up to, when actually we are not up to anything.

· We want to talk to real people who are going through what we are going though, facing the same peer pressures, not keen people who talking at us or down to us, we don’t want to lectured.

· We mainly gain advice through talking to our friends.

