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End of Year Performance Report
Thematic Groups 
Introduction:

Last year the previous Executive Group agreed to the delivery of a number of priority areas which had been left undelivered from the previous Sustainable Community Strategy ahead of the launch of the new City Vision/City Plan. 

The Stronger Communities Group, Healthy City Partnership and Children and Young Peoples Group all had a number of actions which they have delivered in the last 12 months.

These theme groups are now on hold pending the City Vision Consultation and further direction from the Executive.
Headline Successes:

Stronger Communities

· The Vote campaign – a poster was distributed for display in public areas to encourage residents of Gloucester City to exercise their right to vote in the last general election.
·  ‘How to spot a shark’ – two free training sessions were offered to agencies and organisations that were involved in front line services to help crack down on illegal money lending.
·  Information about basic bank accounts have been circulated to expel ‘photographic ID’ myths which make it much harder for socially excluded groups that do not posses passports, driving licenses etc. to open bank accounts.
·  The Credit Unions are being supported by an employee and the Stronger group members have all agreed to support the role by sharing network connections to increase community awareness of the benefits of Credit Unions as opposed to doorstep loans and to encourage a culture of saving etc.
· A review has begun of the community cohesion toolkit which has started with the recognition that things have moved on greatly since the toolkit was first developed.  It is now suggested that an A4 sheet is devised which will become a community cohesion ‘cheat sheet’ which helps people with the key principles.
Healthy City Partnership

· £15,000 of small grants distributed to a variety of community organisations to improve health and wellbeing in Gloucester. Projects include a sexual health project with young people in White City, an alcohol and parenting project delivered by Infobuzz, an exercise on referral scheme, Street Games and physical activity sessions with Bangladeshi women and the Taxi Marshal Scheme.
· The Partnership held a Networking event in January which looked at the future of the Partnership and collated data for the City Vision.

· Increased engagement with the Voluntary and Community Sector.

· Gloucestershire University is continuing the GP Referral Scheme and Health Walks.

Children and Young People Group

· This group has been affected by the current changes at the County Council, especially around Positive Activities for young people.

· A partnership between the City Council and County Council has been developed to deliver a Youth Forum or Youth Council in Gloucester. This is being piloted by the City Council around the City Vision with members of G15 schools Group. A youth Facebook page and video diary will be produced to support this work.
· A ‘Play in your Community’ event was held in March 2011 to celebrate the hard (Play grounds) and soft (play leaders) ‘play’ activities which have been available in the city over the last few years and to look to the future to ask, what’s next? This event was a Partnership between, the Play England, Gloucester Partnership, Play Gloucestershire, City Council, GL Communities and White City Adventure Play Ground.
Next Steps:
· All groups were involved in shaping the City Vision.

· The theme groups are now on hold until the Executive decides on the new delivery model.

· A shared consultation event will take place in June/July time to gain feedback on the City Vision and to put forward proposed delivery models.

The theme groups Mid year Performance reports are available at: http://www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk/Strategic__Executive_Groups/Executive_Group_Minutes.aspx 
