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Introduction

In March 2008, Gloucester City Council, Cheltenham Borough Council and Tewkesbury Borough Council agreed in principle to prepare a Joint Core Strategy. The Core Strategy is the most important element of the Local Development Framework (the replacement to the old system of Local Plans).

The timetable and joint working arrangements are currently being finalised and should be approved by all three Councils by the end of July 2008. 

The purpose of this briefing paper is to update the LSP Executive on the Joint Core Strategy proposal and in particular to seek the views of the Executive on the engagement of the Gloucester LSP in the Joint Core Strategy process. 

A similar paper was presented for consideration to the Cheltenham Strategic Partnership on 5th June 2008.

Background

Each local authority has a duty to produce a Local Development Framework (LDF). The LDF is a ‘portfolio’ of planning documents the most important of which is the Core Strategy. The Core Strategy must address the key, strategic issues facing the local area including the location, timing, scale and type of growth. It will interpret, at the sub-regional level, the requirements of the Regional Spatial Strategy for the South West.

In March 2008, Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury agreed in principle to the preparation of a single Core Strategy covering all three areas. 

Progress to Date

Since the decision in principle was taken in March, Officers have been jointly working to put in place an appropriate project management framework. The proposed framework is based on a hierarchal structure with a cross-boundary programme board at the top, underpinned by a project board and a series of sub-groups. The structure and overall timetable for preparing the Joint Core Strategy will be agreed by the three Councils by the end of July 2008. External stakeholders in particular those responsible for the delivery of key infrastructure, will be invited to enter into the joint working structure.

Sustainable Community Strategies

Government policy is clear. Local Development Frameworks, in particular Core Strategies, are intended to be the delivery vehicle of Sustainable Community Strategies and Local Area Agreements. The most successful Core Strategies to date have been those that are effectively integrated with their Sustainable Community Strategies and LAAs.

The preparation of a Joint Core Strategy for Gloucester, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury means that there is a need to align the vision, priorities and objectives of the three existing separate community strategies for these areas as well as the overarching Gloucestershire Sustainable Community Strategy. 

An initial assessment of the different SCSs has been carried out and has identified a considerable overlap between existing aims and objectives. 

Some of the issues common to each strategy for example include:

· Reducing and managing waste

· Community safety

· Tackling deprivation

· Decent, affordable homes

· Improving health

· Sustainable, economic development

· Supporting older people

· Protection of the built and natural environment

· Improving education and skills

Recommendation

It is proposed that the three LSPs are brought together at a stakeholder event to collectively agree:

· A joint spatial vision for the area

· Priorities and objectives

· Continued engagement mechanism for the LSPs

The views of the Gloucester LSP on these proposals are welcome. 
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