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Progress to date:

(A brief update on progress against action cards and Partnership priorities)

The Stronger group held a series of mapping events before deciding to concentrate on achievable actions during the Gloucester Partnership restructure while waiting for new priorities to be adopted.  
This has meant concentrated success in Financial Inclusion and the beginning of a review of the community cohesion toolkit that was developed and adopted by the Gloucester Partnership in 2003.  Due to the mapping work that has already been achieved by the group, we believe we will be in a good position to provide evidenced based data for the City Vision.  We have a core membership to the Stronger group which includes representatives from the Chairs group of the Neighbourhood Partnerships and is fairly well balanced across all agencies.  We do reflect on the need for other partners and have been able to address membership where we felt gaps existed i.e. the homeless unit, benefits advice, VCS etc.
	Headline Success:

(Max 5 bullet points)

·  The Vote campaign – a poster was distributed for display in public areas to encourage residents of Gloucester City to exercise their right to vote
·  ‘How to spot a shark’ – two free training sessions were offered to agencies and organisations that were involved in front line services.
·  Information about basic bank accounts have been circulated to expel ‘photographic ID’ myths which make it much harder for socially excluded groups that do not possess passports, driving licences etc. to open bank accounts.
·  The Credit Unions are being supported by an employee and the Stronger group members have all agreed to support the role by sharing network connections to increase community awareness of the benefits of Credit Unions as opposed to doorstep loans and to encourage a culture of saving etc.
· A review has begun of the community cohesion toolkit which has started with the recognition that things have moved on greatly since the toolkit was first developed.  It is now suggested that an A4 sheet is devised which will become a community cohesion ‘cheat sheet’ which helps people with the key principles.


Key challenges/still to be achieved:

(Update on why some projects aren’t on target and key concerns the group wishes to raise with the executive)

Key challenges are getting communications right, in all directions.  The Neighbourhood Partnerships have a pivotal role to play in helping to feed community concerns and issues as well as achievements in to the executive and so the representation role needs to be debated.  Other actions may not be on target because the Stronger Group as a relatively new group is ‘marking time’ until we see how we can enable the Big Society and encourage/adopt Localism in communities on behalf of the Gloucester Executive and Strategic Board.   
Key information for the City Vision data collection process:

(All relevant stats, data, policy, consultation or strategies that haven’t already been provided)

The information that should be submitted is from the front line workers events held in Matson and the information from the launch event in November 09 that helped the Stronger communities group come up with the priorities that have been entered on its action card for this year.
Chair: Penny Liddicot, GL Communities
Vice Chair: Suzanne Wigmore, DWP
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