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The Gloucester Story

Introduction:

The new Strategic and Executive Boards will meet in July to decide on the new LSP projects and key priorities but as the outgoing Executive, it will be important to help guide and shape those priorities.

The information that follows is a brief picture of Gloucester today and key strategic issues that will affect Gloucester and the county in the future. 

These key statistics are designed to initiate a conversation around what is needed in the city, which isn’t already being delivered and what key projects the Partnership could commission to address them. 

1. Gloucester City, an Overview

Gloucester has an estimated population of 117,485 that is set to grow to 131,500 by 2026. The age profile of Gloucester is varied, with Gloucester having the highest proportion of young people in the county (approximately 23,100 under 15) and also a significant proportion of older residents, a trend that is due to grow significantly between 2008 and 2025. (Source: Gloucester Heath Area profile). 

Gloucester is 118 out of 354 in the deprivation index for local authority areas in England.  Four of its wards (Podsmead, Kingsholm and Wotton, Matson and Robinswood and Westgate) are among the 10% most deprived in the country.  The city also has 17 other Super Output Areas, which are among the 25% most deprived in the country.  The ID2007 has identified seven Super Output Areas that appear in the national top 10% across the county, 5 of which are in the City: Podsmead 1; Matson and Robinswood 1; Westgate1 & 3 and Kingsholm and Wotton 1. 

An area of Podsmead ranks the highest of those in Gloucestershire at 886 out of 32482. Similar areas appear in the national top 10% for Income as well as an area in Tuffley, Barnwood, Moreland and Barton& Tredworth. 

On the other side of this deprivation, there are a number of areas within Gloucester that feature in the bottom 10%; these include Longlevens, Elmbridge and Huccolecote.

Gloucester is also a multi-cultural city, and a centre for asylum seekers.  The black and minority ethnic population (BME) stands at 7.5%, which is almost the same as Bristol - the highest in the southwest.  Most recently, the Polish community has grown in size.  Gloucester’s new communities in general have been able to integrate without losing their identities, however the 2010 Small Place Survey did find that people in our deprived areas feel that people from different backgrounds get on less well together then the county average. The gap between the lowest, which was the Westgate area, and the county average was 7.9%, on the whole however Gloucester does score higher the UK average on community cohesion. 
The 2008 Place survey in Gloucester City showed that satisfaction with the local area as a place to live stands at 77.5% but is below the average for England.

The Place Survey also highlighted the overall top priorities for improvement identified by local people, these include: the level of crime, clean streets, the level of traffic congestion, parks and open spaces, and activities for teenagers.

	Section One:

· Is Gloucester doing enough to prepare for an aging population?

· Is Gloucester doing enough to meet the needs of the growing young population?

· Does more need to be done to help migrants who live in the city?

· Does the Partnership do enough around Community Cohesion?

· Does the Partnership do enough to raise the profile of the city?


Crime

In 2008/9 crime in the city was above the national average especially in theft from a vehicle and violence against the person. (See table below).

	 
	GLOUCESTER COUNCIL
	ENGLISH AVERAGE

	Population
	115,000
	-

	Households
	50,000
	-

	Violence against the person
	23.2
	15

	Sexual offences
	1.3
	0.9

	Robbery offences
	1.2
	1

	Burglary dwelling offences
	6.9
	4.3

	Theft of a motor vehicle offences
	3.3
	2.3

	Theft from a vehicle offences
	9.6
	6.3


Crime statistics are per 1,000 of the population within the local authority area (Source: Up my Street website).
Around 20% of people in Gloucester City have high perceptions of anti-social behavior in the local area. This is just below than the average for England. 

Around a quarter of residents in Gloucester City agree that the Police and local public services are successfully dealing with anti-social behaviour and crime issues. This figure is below that for Gloucestershire and England.

In 2009/10 the Safer Gloucester Partnership (previously CDRP) reduced crime of a local concern by 14.1% and the level of burglaries fell by 29%. 

	Section two:

· Are there any specific projects we could run to enhance the current work carried out by the CDRP?
· Are their areas of work, especially around stronger communities that the Partnership could look at together?


Health and Well Being

78% of residents in Gloucester City rate their health as “fair” or “good” This compares unfavourably to the rest of Gloucestershire, but is above the average for England.

There is a perception amongst Gloucester City residents that older people lack the support they need to live in their own homes for as long as they want to. The City Council Roadshows also found that there seemed to be an intergenerational gap between the young and old residents within the city.

Gloucester city has a lower then average number of adults who do regular physical activity (NI8).

The key Health issues for Gloucester as suggested in the NHS Gloucestershire Profile are:

· Overcrowded housing

· Number of lone parents

· Lower life expectancy then the rest of the county and considerably lower life expectancy in the deprived wards.

· Levels of teenage pregnancy and number of low birth weight babies in our deprived areas.

· Levels of Physical activity in adults and children

· Premature death from cancer and circulatory disease.

· Alcohol and smoking levels in adults.

17% of Gloucester population is disabled or has a limiting long-term illness and 9% of the population are unpaid carers. 

	Section three:

· What can the Partnership do to add value to the PCT’s work?

· Can work be done on a neighbourhood level to help educate people on alcohol and tobacco usage?

·  What can be done on the ground to help young mums have a healthy baby?




The Local Economy

The Centre for cities, in it’s 2010 ranking of the economic performance for cities and towns across the UK which focused on the impact of the recession and the likely Public Sector cuts has categorised Gloucester as highly vulnerable along side areas like Blackpool and Sunderland. Gloucester featured 5th on a list of the 10 cities with the lowest private sector jobs growth since 1998, 11.5% lower then the national average (Source: New Start, February 2010 page 13).

The unemployment rate within the City is still the highest in the County with the claimant rate in April being 4.3% with Westgate being the highest claiming ward with 8.8%. Unemployment has however fallen month on month in the city from December 2009 when it peaked. 5.8% of the population is economically inactive due to looking after children. 

Gloucester however does have an economic activity rate 1.3% above average as well as high rates of disposable income - household ownership in Gloucester is 5% above the national average. Average gross weekly earnings across the city are above average with £468 whilst the UK average is £457. There is however pockets of the city that do not earn this average amount. In some areas of the city it would take a loan 7.6 times their annual income to secure an entry-level property of their own.

Gloucester attracts 5.9million visitor trips each year with annual visitor spend of £207million. 

The City’s key employment sectors are public sector, finance and business services, manufacturing, care and distribution / retail / wholesale, all areas that have or will be effected by the recession and public sector spending cuts.  The city has experienced recent growth in the creative sector and also the knowledge economy. 

	Section four:

· Does the partnership need to look at the Inward Investment strategy of the City?
· Is there more the Partnership could do to narrow the average income gap? 
· What else can we do to put Gloucester on the map and increase tourism?
· What can this city do to protect itself against an uncertain future?



The Local Environment

Gloucester’s natural environment includes 17 parks and 141 smaller parks, rest garden areas and public open spaces.  There are 7 designated Local Nature Reserves and two Sites of Significant Interest – Robinswood Hill and Hucclecote Hay Meadow.  Despite this, a lack of green spaces and play parks often comes up in our resident’s surveys as an issue. 

Air quality in the city is generally good although traffic congestion raises pollution levels, particularly at peak times. 2.5 tonnes of Carbon dioxide per resident per year in Gloucester is being emitted per year (Source defra 2006) If industrial and road transport emissions are included this figure rises to 5.9 tonnes per resident or a massive 653,000 tonnes per year for the city as a whole. The UK in 2006 released 535.8 million tones of CO2 so Gloucester’s contribution is important (IEA Statistics 2009, C02 Emissions from Fuel Consumption). This carbon dioxide adds to the greenhouse effect within the earth’s atmosphere that is the main cause of climate change.
To reduce emissions from the City Council estate by 10% in the year 2010 and as such sign up to the 2010 campaign.

	Section five:

· Could all partners sign up to the 10:10 agreement?
· Does their need to be a campaign to raise the profile of Gloucester’s open spaces? Or is their a reason people do not access them?
· What more could the partnership be doing more in this area?



Stronger Communities

Around one quarter of residents in Gloucester City feel there is a problem with people treating each other with respect and consideration. On this measure, Gloucester City fares worse than Gloucestershire, but better than the UK average.

Approximately one quarter of people in Gloucester City feel they are able to influence local decision-making, while a tenth have participated in local decision making over the past year. These figures are in line with the average for England. In the recent 2010 Small Place Survey which is sent to those people living in the most deprived areas of the city, this percentage was higher then the City average which is a positive trend.

The Stronger Communities Group has been working with the Department for Work and Pensions on Financial Inclusion. National studies suggest that there may be 1560 households within the city had no bank account and that 4690 had no current account which makes paying bills etc hard, there were only 287 credit union members witch is 0.25% of the population. On average across the UK membership is about 1%. In Bristol this equates to 6000 members, in places like Glasgow this is roughly 23,000! The most worrying figure is there are 480 people in the city who are borrowing money illegally from loan sharks.

	Section six:

· How can the Partnership do to empower people to get involved in local decision-making?

· What can the partnership do to increase financial inclusion?




Regeneration and Housing

Resident satisfaction with their homes stands at just under 87% in the city.

The regional spatial strategy for the SW sets out the need for Gloucester to provide 11,500 new homes in the city and a further 11,700 in the travel to work areas by 2026. The Strategy also lays down the need for the Joint Core Strategy Area (Gloucester, Tewkesbury and Cheltenham) to provide 145 new pitches for Gypsies and Travellers by 2011, these are all changes, which will need some strategic over view. 30-50% of these new houses need to be ‘affordable’.

The Single Conversation between the County and the Homes and Communities Agency which covers planning and housing needs for the city will be another large strategic issue with will effect funding for this city that the Partnership needs to be aware of. 

	Section seven:

· Has the Partnership done enough to include housing within the partnership? At a county level they have formed a housing theme group.
· The regeneration of the city and the associated factors are one of the largest strategic issues within the city – what can the partnership do to include this?
· Should the partnership become a consultation body for large strategic issues? When would this be appropriate? 


Current Strategies that Partners are working to:

· The Homelessness Strategy 
· Children & Young People Action Group Plan
· Children and Young Peoples action Plan 09-12 (County)
· Every Child Matters
· Older Person Strategy 
· Supporting people Strategy
· NHS Gloucestershire Strategic Commissioning Plan
· Healthy Gloucestershire Partnership Plan
· Gloucester City Homes Worklessness Strategy
· City Employment Plan
· Gloucester City Homes, Community Cohesion Strategy
· Gloucester City Home, Environment Strategy
· Gloucester City Council, Climate Change Strategy 
· Gloucester City Homes, Equality Scheme
· Financial Inclusion and Income Management Strategy
· Home Ownership Strategy
· Resident and community involvement strategy (GCH)
· Neighbourhood Policing Partnership Guide
· GSSCPs Prevent Plan
· Neighbourhood Policing Delivery Plan
· City Council Corporate Plan
· Crime and Disorder Strategy
An initial list of strategies that should feed into the LSP, please add more if you feel key strategies are missing. 
Facilitation:

· From the information provided and the knowledge that you bring from your own areas of expertise what would you say are the 4 key priorities for this city, bearing in mind the aims of the Sustainable Community Strategy.

· What outcomes in the SCS are still relevant? (List provided at the Exec)

· If you had to choose one project to deliver next year what would it be? And why?
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