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Local Transport Plan 3

Briefing Paper 

Introduction

Using feedback from the ‘Talking Transport’ consultation, Gloucestershire’s new draft Local Transport Plan (LTP3) has been produced. It set’s out what the future of transport should look like in the County from 2011 to 2026. 

It is important to note that the LTP3 sets out the plans that should be delivered to help improve transport. However, with huge national uncertainties over future levels of funding we need to be realistic about what can be achieved and when.

The vision for Gloucestershire’s transport network is for a safe and sustainable transport network. 

People should feel safe and secure when travelling in the county on a transport system that is environmentally and financially sustainable.

To achieve this they have transport proposals that will contribute towards:

· A greener, healthier county

· Sustainable economic growth

· A safer, securer transport system

· Good access to service for all

The Consultation is open till the 14th October 2010 and your responses today will form the basis of the Gloucester Partnerships response.

Key areas for Gloucester

The full consultation document is available at www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ltp3 but a summary of proposed activity for Gloucester is below:

· Encourage the Government to fund the Elmbridge Transport Major Scheme proposal for a new Park & Ride Site and improved bus services between Cheltenham and Gloucester.

· Look for funding sources to implement the proposals in the Central Severn Vale Transport Study.

· We will require developers to ensure that the necessary transport infrastructure is provided to accommodate housing growth and the forecasted increase in population.

· We will work with the Borough and District Councils to ensure that parking policies in each area support the local economy but through supply and pricing, do not undermine the use of public transport and low carbon forms of travel.

· We will work with train operators and bus operators to promote public transport services and to improve information about services for residents and employees in Gloucester and Cheltenham.

· We will work with Network Rail and local train operators to safeguard and improve services at Gloucester and Cheltenham stations. (Gloucester Station due to undergo a revamp in 2011).

· We will undertake promotional activities to encourage use of walking and cycling facilities, rolling out principles from the Tewkesbury ‘Healthy Towns’ demonstration project.

· We will continue to work with Gloucester and Cheltenham councils to identify measures to improve air quality in the designated Air Quality Management Areas. 

· With the Freight Quality Partnership, we will continue to review and update the county wide Freight Route Map, to encourage, and ensure, that HGVs use the most appropriate routes across the Central Severn Vale.
· Possible Bus Station development linked into GHURC
Possible Concerns

A briefing was held on the 2nd September in Gloucester to explain what the Plan might mean for Gloucester. From a Gloucester Partnership perspective the key areas of concern/consideration for the Executive to think about are:

· To suggest that any ‘Greener or Healthier’ Initiatives links in with the appropriate Gloucester Partnership Theme Group.

· Concern over effectiveness of ‘humps’ and the increased CO2 that they produce from cars breaking and accelerating. Additionally, they can cause issues for emergency services. Is there another way of traffic calming?

· If the large-scale initiatives can’t be funded, are there possible smaller schemes that could be introduced e.g. safer crossings?

· Are new roads and road repairs all weather proof e.g. snow and flooding?

· Bus routes all head into the city centre, why is there no circle line around the city linking people up to out of town services e.g. St Oswalds. Flexi Ride System in Worcester could be a good model.

· How does this link into the Joint Core Strategy? And possible new City Plan idea?

· Coordinated Parking Strategy – do we want to draw people into the centre of Gloucester with cheaper car parking or increase the usage of the park and ride, reducing the city’s air pollution?

· Future parking will need to be a consideration in the City’s regeneration as some key car parks may be lost.

· Have equality issues such as detailed access been fully considered? Gloucester Train Station is a key area of concern for disabled users.

This is an initial list of concerns but it is up to the Executive to determine what needs to be fed back into the consultation.

Appendix One:

Links to LAA and Gloucestershire Conference
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