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Positive Activities for Young People Small Grants Funding

Impact Report

Background

For a number of years the Children and Young People’s Directorate at the County Council have given each district CYP Group a grant to deliver the Integrated Youth Offer and offer positive activities to young people aged 13 – 19.  Gloucester’s grant totalled £19,900.

In 09/10 this pot funded 27 groups across the city with activities ranging from trips for young carers, a residential Inclusion project, Sports and Cultural events and a language project. This money supported over 950 young people with some groups engaging with young people for less the £4 per person.

After being awarded the funding for 10/11 and starting the bidding process the County Council decided to withdraw this funding as it was affected by a reduction in the Area Based Grant. There were a number of strong proposals received, which the Gloucester CYPAG would still like to progress.

Positive Effects of the Funding

Positive Actives outside of the school setting can improve children and young people’s ’s personal, social and emotional development, allows them to meet with a diverse mix of young people and has been recorded to be a good solution to anti social behaviour. Police within the City have reported a 10% reduction in Anti Social behaviour on this time last year and an improved relationship with the young people who have been attending out of school actives such as the YPOD Café and the Streetgame programme. 

The majority of the funding has been going to small grass roots Voluntary Groups which has had a positive impact on them, the local community and should be supported given the new Government’s ‘Localism’ agenda.

A further look at the successes of the various projects can be seen in Item 8b, which is the County Council monitoring form for 09/10.

Implications

80% of a Young Person’s time is spent outside of School; whether it is with Family, Friends or in out of school provision. The current spending review is likely to have a negative impact on a whole range of statutory and voluntary provision for children and young people and in cutting additional provision such as Youth Groups there will be a number of knock on effects for Gloucester’s Community.

The CYPAG is concerned that with a large number of out of school actives being cut not only will this effect young people’s positive use of their recreational and leisure time but it has the potential to increase anti social behaviour 

Way’s Forward

The CYPAG would like to be able to fund a small number of projects in the city in 10/11, there were a number of projects that could be progressed, which would have a positive impact on the city, and it’s young people.

The CYPAG wanted to bring this to the Strategic Group for support and possible financial backing from members. Any contributions could be matched by some of the Partnership’s small grant pot.

Decision: The group needs to decide weather this is a viable project for the Partnership?
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