Report for Gloucester Partnership for 15th May 2009 

Migrant Impact Fund

Report from Camilla Hale at Gloucester VCA

The Migrant Impact Fund was an initiative from central Government to roll out support to overstretched statutory and non statutory organisations to be able to cope with additional demand from migration issues.

The fund was not specifically for asylum seekers and refugees but could include an element of that work and for all applications both primary and secondary tier LSP’s needed to sign up to support. This endorsement was done by Paul James for the two specific Gloucester Bids and all three have been endorsed by Peter Bungard, the Chief Executive of the County Council.

Although Sylvia Webster had gone to the launch of the fund for the South West there was very little advertising for the fund and no one that was contacted across Gloucestershire had heard of the fund at all. GOSW were holding a budget of £3m for the South West for the Fund with potential for a further £3m for a second year of follow up work.

There was originally 6 weeks to get the bid together but we started late (hearing about the fund on March 27th at the Gloucester Partnership Executive) and really only had three weeks which ruled out a major concerted effort from a county bid – a lost opportunity as several partners could have come in for a more substantial piece of partnership work.

However, Camilla Hale of Gloucester VCS felt that this fund was potentially important to some VCS organisations in Gloucester and contacted many people to talk about the placing of the bids. No one else was interested (or able with such short notice) in bringing this money into Gloucestershire. Thanks must go to GARAS for encouraging Bartongate Surgery to look at shared practice options and for Mohammed Ginwalla at Gloucester City acting within days of hearing about the fund.

In the end, and at very much the last minute, three bids went in. If successful these bids will bring £106,500 into the county over two years:-

GARAS (Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers) applied for £21,500 per year for two years.

The grant is for a Specialist Advice worker to provide a peripatetic advice service in each of the Districts across each calendar month. 
The increase in Migration has led to a big increase in the geographical area of the County now requiring support, advice and advocacy. For some years Gloucester has experienced the biggest migration impact, however the latest waves have reached throughout the County of Gloucestershire and are now working in the market towns and rural communities in the different areas of work from agricultural to a variety of businesses both big and small scale. Migration across the County has grown due to the increase in economic migration and we would anticipate the need for providing specialist advice around Immigration issues such as Workers Registration, Visa renewal, Residency Permits and Citizenship. The needs would vary depending on country of origin so the big impact of European Migration requires different support to that of other migrants. We would anticipate that the European impact is the largest amount, but are aware of others and also of small numbers of asylum seekers who require another area of work and specialism again. The work in Gloucester has been of assistance in integration and community cohesion and we would hope that this would have a similar beneficial affect for those in the other areas and Districts. 

Bartongate Surgery applied for £64,953 over two years.

The Fund application is to develop a specific health welcome clinic pilot service for new migrants registering with Bartongate Surgery and a referral counselling service with Gloucestershire Association for Refugees and Asylum Seekers (GARAS).

The project focuses on 4 main areas:-

· A 45 minute full New Patient Health Check – new clinical service

· Additional 15 minute one to one information session on health services and the GP practice with back up language specific written health materials – new service

· Specific additional GP and targeted sexual health clinic time as follow up for the new Patient Health Check where needed

· GP referral service to GARAS for additional specific counselling services.

This is a partnership piece of working where 100 new health checks will be offered over the first year and 20 counselling referrals can be made to GARAS. The bid was endorsed in initial discussion with Dr Shona Arora as the right place to focus medical attention in Gloucester – Bartongate Surgery has 38% of its 8,600 patients from minority groups and those patients . The translated materials will be shared across the City practices.

Gloucester City applied for £20,000 over two years.

Gloucester City Council’s Welfare Rights Support Team aims are to increase income levels in the poorest households and improve quality of life to migrant communities in Gloucester.  We will be working with Polish and Czech/Slovak families to help them claim Housing/Council Tax Benefit, Child Benefit, Tax Credit and Disability Benefits. 

We currently have an Eastern European Support Worker, who is contracted as and when needed.  Gloucester City Council has employed them since October 2007 and to specifically work with the Polish and Czech/Slovak Communities. The project covers Gloucestershire and assists individuals to claim their full entitlement thereby addressing issues of poverty.  There has been a rise in the number of Polish families we have been supporting that has risen from 22 in 2007/08 to 150 in 2009/10.  A minimum of £100,000 has been generated to the Gloucester Migrant Community through claiming benefits.

We would like to recruit two Eastern European Support Worker to help people with the recent economic downturn.  It is having an impact on Migrant Workers who are being made redundant and having to claim Housing/Council Tax Benefit and Jobseekers Allowance. There has also been an increase in the number of claims for Housing/Council Tax Benefit.  In 2007/08 we received 10,239 claims for Housing/Council Tax Benefit and for 2008/09 it is gone up to 11,212, a 10% rise. 

