Migration Impacts Fund 

What is ‘the Fund’

The purpose of this fund is to help local areas manage the transitional impacts of migration.  Migration can bring short term funding pressures on local public services, therefore this fund has been set up to help address such transitional impacts, and to promote innovative ways of managing these pressures.

What can ‘the Fund’ be used for?

· Available to all public services identified through Local Strategic Partnerships.  All local service providers including the police, local authorities and Primary Care Trusts will be eligible to benefit from this fund.

· No activity ruled out BUT must be directly targeted at managing pressures related to legal migration.

· Fund won’t be allocated to every LSP but targeted to areas of greatest need.

Eligible Activity

It is essential that LSPs and local services have the opportunity to influence the use of the fund in their local area.  This will mean it can be shaped by those who best understand where local stresses occur.  No activities are ruled out provided they are directly targeted at managing pressures relating to legal migration.

Size of ‘the Fund’
Communities and Local Government (CLG) has used the most recent ONS data to allocate the fund by region, with those regions experiencing higher levels of inward migration, or with less experience of dealing with the impacts of migration receiving more.  The south west region’s allocation is £2,996.708 for each of the two years 2009/11. 

 If investment is to have real impact, it will be important that it is targeted on the places and services with the greatest need.  The fund will be allocated through the Government Office for the South West (GOSW).  GOSW is keen to ensure that the full amount is committed. 

Operating Period

There will be a single application round of proposals for the period. LSPs can apply for funding for up to two years for 2009/10 and 2010/11.  Any offers of funding can only be guaranteed until 31 March 2010.   Offers for continued funding after this date will be provisional and may be subject to good progress with delivering the project being demonstrated.  Grant recipients would be notified of funding for second year being subject to such conditions in advance. 

Application Process

· Projects delivering against more than one outcome will be prioritised.  

· Bundles of actions can be packaged together as one project.  

· Applications must be submitted on the designated form and be no longer than five pages in total.

· Bids must include robust evidence of the service need and the potential impact of the funding.

· Applications must have the endorsement of top tier LSP

· Minimum grant threshold of £10,000 will apply

Appraisal/Approval

An appraisal panel will be established drawn from key policy leads across GOSW, and enhanced by representation from the Regional Migration Partnership and the Regional Assembly.  GOSW will chair the Panel which will meet in May.  All projects will be scored against published criteria.  All GOs will share submissions with CLG to allow moderation and peer review.  Final endorsement of regional recommendations rests with Ministers.  Third sector encouraged to get involved.  Feedback will be given to unsuccessful bidders.

To ensure a level playing field between large and small organisations, application forms should cover no more than five pages in length.

Timescales

· Applications to be with GOSW by 30 April 2009

· GO’s submit regional recommendations to CLG on 22 May 2009

· Ministers agree Regional recommendations 10 June 2009

· GO’s announce successful projects to LSPs 15 June 2009

· Successful projects to receive funds 24 June 2009

Monitoring and Evaluation

Reporting will take the form of an annual report of progress against delivery. 

Update will be sought by GOSW on progress in February 2010.

If your organisation is interested in being part of this bid and would like to discuss this further please contact Sylvia Webster

Tel 01452 396975

Email Sylvia.Webster@gloucester.gov.uk

