Stronger Communities Group

21st October 2010

Minutes

Present:  Penny Liddicot (Chair), David Bush, Steve O’Connor, Sally Middleton, Suzanne Wigmore, Helen Chard, Lorna Robinson, Emma Burchell, Mary Little

Apologies: Camilla Hale, Barry Leach, Mo Ginwalla, Jason Dunsford, Deborah Cartwright, Nasreen Akhtar, Nicholas Lee, Shirley Palmer, Jon Clarke

Steve O’Connor apologised in retrospect for not sending his apologies for last meeting.

	
	Actions From Meeting
	Who

	1
	Review/amend EIA form and update the action card as appropriate. Arrange for all groups to carry out this exercise
	Lorna Robinson

	2
	Circulate further information on Sharia banking
	Suzanne Wigmore

	3
	Include information in NP newsletter on banking restrictions/changes
	Steve O’Connor

	4
	Contact Co-op bank for further information on their products
	Suzanne Wigmore

	5
	NPs to invite Lyn Gaskin to their meetings to raise awareness.
	NP Chairs/Lyn Gaskin

	6
	Details of St. Oswalds care village to be circulated with minutes
	Lorna Robinson

	7
	To obtain information on volunteering opportunies issue for JobCentre+ clients
	Suzanne Wigmore


1. Welcome and Introductions

Introductions made

2. Minutes and Matters Arising

Amendment to minutes.  Page 4 - Alexander to read Alexandra. All actions from previous minutes have been carried out.  

3. Update from Financial Inclusion Sub Group

a) Equality Impact Assessment

Lorna and Suzanne have carried out and produced a draft Equality Impact Assessment on the financial inclusion action plan. This was a very useful exercise and would be good for other groups to undertake.  One impact identified was access to Sharia banking and this was explained in greater detail i.e. borrowing/lending not for profit. Point made that this could raise other issues within families.  Other sub-groups will need to complete EIAs and Lorna will take this forward. Issues identified by these EIAs will be taken forward to the Executive.  The EIA form may need to be amended to be more relevant – Lorna to speak with Camilla Hale regarding this.

Action – Review/amend EIA form and arrange for all groups to carry out this exercise – Lorna Robinson

Action – circulate further information on Sharia banking.

b) Loan Shark Training

The take up for this training was very good – 25 for first session and 30+ for the second (including councillors). Suzanne pointed out that she will be able to track future referred cases to see what impact training has made. In the current climate it is anticipated that this will be an increasing problem. David Bush pointed out that this issue also applies to people who are unable to open bank accounts and the effect of future bank cheque restrictions. Neighbourhood Partnerships will need to be aware of any additional information and advice required in the future. Steve O’Connor advised that he will include information in the next NP newsletter.  The Citizens Advice Bureau are obviously extremely busy at present and it is anticipated that this will only get worse.  Sally Middleton advised that there is a meeting next week to identify funds to assist with the current level of demand for advice. There may be an opportunity to bid for some funding and she will advise if this is successful.

Action – Include information in NP newsletter on banking restrictions/changes – Steve O’Connor

Penny commented that GL Communities at present has a financial inclusion worker who works closely with child centres and other community groups.  Emphasised the importance of grass roots organisations continuing to be able to provide local advice in the future. Perhaps a need to work alongside the larger agencies.  Steve O’Connor stated that a model is already in place (Solace)

c) Other Action Card Activity

i) Energy efficiency – funding available to cover Gloucestershire.

 ii)

Santandaer no longer issues cheque guarantee cards – there is therefore an issue for people trying to cash cheques. A need to stop paying benefits by cheque. Action - Suzanne to speak to the Co-op bank regarding their products. The main issue is having appropriate ID, which prevents people opening bank accounts. This is a major issue for many people (including older women) – other forms of ID are acceptable by law but many people are unaware of this fact. A possible action for the group is to look at raising awareness of other ID.

4. Credit Union Update

Member of staff now in place for Gloucestershire, her role will be to get the common bond in place to extend this service countywide.  Re local delivery of this service - issue of NP charging for premises highlighted. A need for community partnerships to support each other. Comments were made that there should not be a cost for this service and provided some background information on the origins of the credit union.  A suggestion made that childrens’ groups staff could be used and trained as collection points i.e. going out to where the people are.  There is a need to inform people about this service. 

Action – NPs to invite Lyn Gaskin to their meetings to raise awareness.

5. Cohesion & Engagement Sub-Group

Penny advised that this group has met and looked at toolkit which was developed in 2003.  Although relevant at that time, there is obviously a need to update this. A ‘cheatsheet’ (check list) to be developed. Some cohesion issues still to be addressed – this is to be covered at sub-group level – first stage of localism.

David identified relevance as NP constitutions are at present being written. Geographical boundaries are to be decided and identified. Historically NPs were identified as a result of where people felt their neighbourhoods were.

There was some discussion around NPs and if there was too much political influence in neighbourhood partnerships. This highlights the requirement for more cohesion. A need for the SCG to take forward this community cohesion exercise. The suggestion would be for NPs to trial this. This leads into engagement area. How are communities engaged?

Helen – community cohesion important re housing issues. Keen to have communication with all NPs. Observation made that failing neighbourhoods often have poor quality sub standard housing.  Pointed out that Kingsway is an area currently being looked at with possible mixed tenure problems.

6.
Executive/Strategic Groups
a)  City Plan Concept

Lorna explained progress of Executive and Strategic Groups.  Advised that City Plan, details of which were circulated, has now been passed by Cabinet.  At present working on a template to collect information prior to consultation. Template to be circulated with minutes. Timing to be advised.  Planning documents need a fairly long timescale but vision should be produced by March 2011.

Comments:

· David commented that this task could be difficult in light of the GHURC changes.

· Helen – This links into planning and the new document will provide good backup when dealing with developers. 

· Concern expressed regarding several areas of the city for both residents and visitors. Kings Square mentioned – although still a priority, regeneration will be difficult in the light of future cutbacks in spending.

· Future plans for Gloucester include not only physical regeneration but also community issues and city plan will look at wider issues – i.e. skills and training for future employment.

· It is envisaged that NPs will have a more important part to play in the city plan development.

7.
Round Robin
· Steve – New constitutions being developed for NPs

· Suzanne – attended audit inspection for Gloucester City Homes. Very positive i.e. recognition of best practice. Penny pointed out that this is often the result of partnership working.

· Issue of people signed up with job centre being advised that they are not able to volunteer. 

Action - Suzanne to obtain further information.
· Jobcentres are offering opportunity for organisations/volunteers to be present in their offices promoting services.

· Emma – advised of her consultation work programme for next few months and involvement with NPs. She will be attending future meetings to provide further information in order to carry out this work.

· Helen – single conversation – county approach. Explained specific areas of Gloucester still requiring investment.

· Penny (GL Communities) – Explained difficulties in light of current cutbacks. Children & Young Peoples programme will be reduced. Additional funding will need to be actively sourced.

· Steve – reiterated reduction and effects of lack of facilities for children and young people. This will have a knock-on effect if services are not provided.

· Helen informed meeting of new St. Oswalds care village. This includes state of the art facilities for older people and will be ideal for struggling elderly residents (private and social housing units available). Helen to provide further information for circulation with minutes.

Action – details of St. Oswalds care village to be circulated.

· David Bush advised that he will be unable to attend the next meeting.
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