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Stronger Communities Group

Minutes

12th August 2010 

Attendees: Suzanne Wigmore (Vice chair); Lorna Robison; Sam Hoad; Sally Middleton; Camilla Hale, Barry Leach, David Bush, Alexandra Macrae Jon Clarke

Apologies: Penny Liddicot; Nicholas Lee; Mo Ginwalla; Jason Dunsford; Helen Chard; Paul Helbrow; Zain Patel; Deborah Cartwright 

Actions:

· Amend minutes – Lorna

· More information on Cheltenham mini commissioning model – Camilla H

· Big Society Guide – Lorna

· Camilla to send Lorna the Voluntary Sector maps to load on to website.

· Lorna to send ‘How to Spot a Shark’ flyer. (Attached to minutes)

· Suzanne to look into the Co-op bank for basic bank accounts. 

· Lorna to ask Sam Chambers abut development of champions.

· Suzanne to put together a person brief for the Volunteer Centre re: Credit Union.

· Lorna to speak to Mo about Take Up stats.

· Lorna and Jon to develop Warm and Well links

· Suzanne and Lorna to write EIA and Camilla and Alexander to proof.

· Sam and Camilla to circulate consultation. (done)

1. Welcome and Introductions

Suzanne Wigmore who was acting as chair welcomed the group and a round of introductions was carried out.

2. Minutes and Matters Arising

The minutes were agreed as accurate.

Barry Leach pointed out that the Neighbourhood Partnership section could be misunderstood and thought that Vera Li’s job title was different. Lorna to amend. 

All actions had been undertaken however:

· The JCS training is no longer relevant and Georgina Wood was leaving the council on the 13th Aug.

· The front line workers report had been passed over to Sylvia’s replacement, Ross Cook.

3. Consultation and Cohesion Sub Group – update

Lorna fed back on behalf of Penny regarding the Cohesion and Consultation sub group, Penny apologised for this sub group not forming but suggested that with the change in government that a shift may be needed. She suggested the group discussed the Big Society agenda and Localism as well as Total Place. These areas may be a better fit for the group going forward.

A general discussion follow:

· The Joint Core Strategy may well be taking a localism approach. Previous work done in1999 may help this?

· Does the city do any area based budgeting? This is a county area of work. In Bristol, the neighbourhood partnerships have localised budgets (varying success).

· Who is the lead on Total Place? The lead is Steve Porter, 01452 396328 or email Steve.Porter@gloucester.gov.uk.
· Cheltenham Example, local groups are acting as mini commissioners for local services but Cheltenham Council are accountable for the money. Working well. Contact Andy Hays.
· Is there a handy non-government guide to big society? Lorna to look into.
· What is the official Gloucester City Council view on Big Society, because this group could help lead the way but it depends if the Council has a strong view – a meeting could be brought together to discuss Gloucester’s approach?
· Concerns over Big Society adding pressure to current volunteers and Neighbourhood Partnerships.

· Voluntary sector mapping of Groups in Gloucester Wards, Camilla discussed each map. 

· Alexandra discussed her Big Society concerns from an Equality perspective, as the commissioning of services at a local level may not be fair. At least the current top down approach offers some blanket of fairness.

4. Finalising Financial Inclusion Action card and Equality Impact Assessment

Suzanne ran through the draft Action Card and picked up items 6 & 7 on the agenda.

The first action is around Illegal Money lending and there are two free events for all Partners to attend. The first is on the 14th September 10:00-12:00 and the second is on the 18th October 14:00-15:00 on how to spot a Shark. Flyer circulated soon – to be send out through LSP Networks but please circulate as appropriate. RSVPs to Lorna Robinson 01452 396983 or email lorna.robinson@gloucester.gov.uk 

Q. Is it illegal to borrow money? No but it is illegal to lend. Illegal money lending often leads to anti social behaviour, muggings and acquisitive crime.

The action card is trying to improve the take up of basic bank accounts as many services e.g. benefits, job seekers are stopping paying by cheque. It also helps to reduce bills etc if you can set up direct debits.

Q. What about bankrupt people? Should still be able to get a basic bank account, as it offers no credit facilities. 

Camilla said that the co-op might be a good choice as they are very responsible lenders and that the forest had looked to use them previously.

Could doing some work in schools help? Does this already happen?

The other key action for the group is to develop the Gloucester Credit Union. They have applied to enlarge their common bond to include the whole of Gloucestershire, with a Gentlemen’s agreement no to cover Stroud. This opens up affordable credit and good saving rates to Gloucestershire, which will help those in deprived areas as well as the professional market. 

The DWP are hoping to employ a full time paid worker to help set this up but volunteers will be needed.

Camilla suggested putting a person brief together which can be submitted to the Volunteer Centre.

Suzanne circulated the Basic Bank Account report produced by the Financial Inclusion Task Force, which highlights the percentage of houses who earn under £15k, the number who have a basic account and the % of households who have had cheques bounce.

Action: Lorna to speak to Sam Chambers regarding the action for Financial Inclusion Champions.

Could we capture and use as a measure the benefits take up date. Mo produces an annual report and the city council team helped claim nearly 1million in unclaimed benefits but could this be collated for the city e.g. citizens advice, GL communities?

With benefits due to change this may not be a measure we could use year on year. Group agree that the welfare reform is something that needs to be an agenda item going forward. 

The Warm and Well action is mainly about increasing referrals to the scheme. The Health Trainers have been trained on the area but as of yet no referrals have come in directly. There is a plan to link this up with careers but are there other ways like Neighbourhood Partnerships? Saving energy is about changing behaviour as well as the physical changes that can be made. Lorna and John need to develop this action further.

Money made clear action, linking call centres up to the service. Free material available. Moneymadeclear.fsa.gov.uk 

Lorna went onto explain the Equality Impact Assessment Process (EIA) and the group decided that the original Sub group should right the EIA.

Camilla and Alexander agreed to proof the draft on behalf of the group.

8. LSP Update and Consultation

Lorna updated the group on the LSP and confirmed that the new Structures for the Executive and Strategic groups will be in place by the 1st September.

After a summer of consultation, the residents of the city have come up with Parks and Open spaces, Economic Support, Regeneration of Kings Square and Activities for Young People as their top 4 priorities. The formal online consultation closes on the 13th September so please have your say online or email me…. Visit www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk and click on the orange box!

Action: Sam and Camilla offer to send through URC and GAVCA links.

9. AOB

· Open invitation to the opening of the Kingsholm and Wotton Neighbourhood Partnership head quarters. 10am-1pm on the 18th September. Contact David Bush for more info.

· Barry Leach updated the group on the Youth Involvement work the CCCP has been doing with great success. Art Project is brightening up vacant ships on Kings Square. Also, Greyfriars Bowling Green has been given the go-ahead to be a Youth Activity area. Finally, the CCCP is looking at managing the free 2000sqm space being provided in the Greyfriars area by Linden Homes.

· Lorna to send Jon Clarke Stronger contact list.

Date of next meeting: 21st October 10am-12pm Location: Committee Room 2, North Warehouse, The Docks (TBC)
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