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Stronger Communities priority Action Group

27th January 2010

Minutes

Attendees: Penny Liddicot (chair), Barry Leach, David Bush, Val Haylor, Suzanne Wigmore (vice), Mo Ginwalla, Sally Middleton, Zain Patel, Nicholas Lee, Sam Hoad, Sylvia Webster, Lorna Robinson

Apologies: Nigel Avron (Exec champion), Damian Lea, Julie Burlow, Ken Bellis, Sally Pickering, Deborah Cartwright, Heike Fanelsa

1. Welcome and Introductions:

Penny Liddicot began by saying that she would chair the meeting until the role of chair had been formally voted on. 

Brief introductions by all.

2. Minutes and actions of last meeting

The minutes were agreed to be an accurate representation of the last meeting. 

Actions: 

· Jason Dunsford to be chased about employment figures.

· Penny requested page numbers on future minutes.

· Members still hadn’t supplied Sylvia with the names of Front Line workers. 

3. Terms of Reference

The Terms of reference were agreed by the group on the condition that the links to the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership (CDRP) are made clear. 

4. Election of chair and vice chair

There had only been one nomination for Chair and that was for Penny Liddicot to continue. This was agreed by the group.

After some discussion Suzanne Wigmore put her self forward as a candidate for vice chair depending upon the groups views on her eligibility. The decision was postponed till after Suzanne’s presented later in the meeting.

5. Connecting with communities update – Sylvia Webster, Gloucester City Council. 

The sub group that was formed at the last meeting met and put in 6 bids totalling £57,460 to the Government office of the South West (GOSW).

Gloucester is confirmed in round 3 of the funding which is great news but as of yet we do not know what projects were successful of how much the city has. The focus of the projects were in areas highlighted by GOSW which included, Barton and Tredworth, Westgate, Matson and Robinswood and Kingsway. The project was supported by Julian Wain, Gloucester City Chief Exec, Paul James, leader of the council and our MP Parmjit Dhanda.

The six projects were as follows:

a. Making Change by GAVCA – community leadership programme which empowers people. Has run previously with much success. £14k.

b. Community Support Champions by GL Communities – encouraging experienced community activists from within the city to help with community solutions rather then spending outside of the county on consultants. £7,600

c. Gloucester FM – community radio projects which include: Finding your voice, and accredited training programme for 15 young people (£2,800); a show about advice for adults and young people on job skills (£1000), benefits etc and finally £10k for a community worker to help build the capacity of the station.

d. Improving community spirit in Matson a joint bid between the Redwell Youth Centre and Together in Matson. 5 Themed action weeks to improve cohesion. £8,600

Comment: this could link into the work of the CDRP and Gloucester City Homes (GCH) – show the transparency of choice based letting. Also could link to GARAS..

Action: Val Haylor happy to work on links.

e. Building Bridges – GARAS. Young people in Matson and Barton areas coming together to break down prejudices and building positive relationships. This includes a weekend away for 30 young people, trips to each area etc. £3,500

Comment: Why are these projects not in Podsmead? A lot is already being done in Podsmead e.g. the Y Pod Café. Val mentioned that GCH had a small pot, which communities (where they have housing) could apply for a max of £500 for projects if the youth wanted to do something. David Bush told the group that in the last few years Podsmead’s crime had really risen and that the group may want to consider this. 

f. Gloucestershire First – Road Shows. 6-8 multi partnership road shows that cover jobs, benefits, cv writing, housing, apprentices, child care etc. Also doing some myth busting around housing allocation. £10,000

Comment: are GCH involved? Lisa Howarth and Anita Pope were on the Neighbourhood Working Group.

Action: Sylvia to circulate bid once news of funding secured. 

6. Road Show Information – Sylvia Webster

 Outcome 15 is the LAA delivery group, which is jointly chaired by Sylvia and Richard Gibson at Cheltenham. Between the two areas there are 7 Super Output areas. The group is tasked with improving the satisfaction in these areas as currently it is 69.9% against a county average of 84.4%. Road shows are being rolled out in these deprived areas to speak to front line workers to present the MAiDEN data that was launched at the last stronger meeting and to add the real stories to these statistics. Cheltenham have already delivered on these so Gloucester needs to get moving – hoping to roll these out for end of Feb.

Action: Please let Sylvia know the names of the people who you feel should attend these meetings. 

Barry said that the Neighbourhood Partnerships need to know about these things so they can try to add value and reduce duplication. Sylvia told Barry that the Neighbourhood Partnerships can play a key role in identifying who should attend e.g. the local GP, the health visitors in your area, partners that you work with, PCSO’s etc. 

Members feel that some one form the PCT should be attending these stronger meetings now that Chitra Ramaswamy has left.

Delivering these road shows will be the first action of this Stronger Group and a sub group has been formed to work on this.

Action: Sylvia to pull group together by beginning of Feb. Volunteers include Sam Hoad, Sally Middleton and a rep from GCH. 

7. Financial Inclusion Presentation – Suzanne Wigmore

Suzanne started by explaining that she was funded by the Department for Work and Pensions but based at Bristol City Council. She is part of the finical inclusion task force and worked within Bristol, South Gloucestershire and Gloucestershire.  

There work includes:

· Affordable and responsible credit

· Bank accounts and encouraging savings

· Face to face advice on debt

· Basic home contents insurance

· Increase levels of financial capability

Suzanne has been working with GCH already and is making links within Gloucester. 

She told the group that based on national studies there may be 1560 households within the city had no bank account and that 4690 had no current account which makes paying bills etc hard, there were only 287 credit union members witch is 0.25% of the population. On average across the UK membership is about 1%. In Bristol this equates to 6000 members, in places like Glasgow this is roughly 23,000! The most worrying figure what that there may be 480 people in the city were borrowing money illegally.

Suzanne explained that the biggest part of her role in Gloucester was to support and expand the Credit Unions so they can deliver the Growth Fund. The Growth fund is government-backed loan and the interest is recycled in the local community. As the city’s credit unions are so small Registered landlords may have to help with delivery– 70% of loans go to registered landlord tenants. 

Nationally there a re number of resources such as the money made clear website run by the FSA which gives debt advice on the phone and face-to-face. There is also the Savings Gateway where 8million people will be asked to open an account. After 2 years of savings you get 50% interest back. 

There are many things the stronger group can do to support this work which costs nothing but staff time such as: helping people take up child trust funds as Gloucester has a very low take up, promoting the savings gateway, reducing illegal money lending, supporting credit unions and promote finical inclusion at part of a back to work option.  The FSA also give free training to staff, which may be of interest to the Group.

There is a meeting on the 3rd Feb at City Works on the subject if people wanted to learn more.

Suzanne is happy to discuss things with people after the meeting, call on 07833484222 or email at Suzanne.Wigmore@bristol.gov.uk 

Action: Look into having financial inclusion sessions for the group and as part of the action planning – all.

Decision: After Suzanne presentation it was agreed that her work would suit the work of the group and she was therefore accepted as vice chair. 

The Chair decided to move the priority setting until the next meeting and to just look at the mapping exercise.

8. Results of the Mapping Exercise – Lorna Robinson

Lorna presented her analysis paper which can be accessed on the Gloucester Partnership website. 

No further gaps were identified but the group had time to consider this before the action planning session in March. 

Does this information need to be evaluated? Would it be useful to invite the other PAG leads to the next meeting? 

We need to use community intelligence better and bring this information to the executive.

Need to set targets to show success e.g. no. of new bank accounts.

9. Agenda setting and next steps

Agenda: action planning, priorities and measures of success. 

Action: all members to think about what measures we could look at.

Possible venues that the group could use: Quedgeley community centre, GCH Board room, GL1 is a good venue.

10. AOB

Lorna updated the Group on Trickster on behalf of Pat Dabbs from the CDRP. A free play on the 1st March about distraction burglaries. Please ring Pat on 01452 396983 for tickets.

Action: The group requested a diagram of how this group fits into the county LAA and other groups - Lorna

The next meeting is on the 4th March – location TBC
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