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Stronger Communities priority Action Group

4TH March 2010

Minutes

Attendees: Penny Liddicot – GL Communities (chair), Suzanne Wigmore – Bristol City Council (vice), Sally Pickering - GAVCA, David Bush – Kingsholm & Wotton Neighbourhood Partnership,  Zain Patel – 2gether Trust, Pat Bailey – Gloucester City Council, Mark Radford – Gloucester City Council, Terry Pullen – Glos County Council, Nicholas Lee – Quedgeley Parish Council, Sam Hoad - URC, Leah Wellings – Gloucester City Council, Emma Burchell – Gloucester City Council, Georgina Wood – Gloucester City Council, Jenny Mills – Glos County Council, Sam Gibbs – Glos Police Authority, Nasreen Akhtar, Mohammed Bhula – my:UK, Sylvia Webster – Gloucester City Council, Lorna Robinson - Gloucester City Council, Mary Little - Gloucester City Council

Apologies: Paul Helbrow - CDRP, Ken Bellis - Fosseway Housing Assoc, Deborah Cartwright – Gloucester City Council, Barry Leach – CCCP, Jason Dunsford – Gloucester works, Sally Middleton – County Council.

	Actions from Meeting
	Who

	To provide a presentation/training event on JCS for GAVCA.
	Georgina Wood

	To send notes of action plan discussions covering the three outcomes to be sent to Lorna
	Leader of each discussion group

	To attend Neighbourhood Partnership meetings to feed in SCG info.
	Penny Liddicot

	To circulate information on Front Line workers event to community groups.
	Sylvia Webster

	To send Lorna Robinson information on Beacon event for circulation to group.
	Suzanne Wigmore


1. Welcome and Introductions:

Sally Pickering advised that Camilla Hale will attend future SCG meetings on behalf of GAVCA.

Brief introductions by all.

Georgina Wood provided information on Joint Core Strategy.  A development plan to be produced for the next twenty years.  Work has already been done with LSP Executive and Georgina would like to liaise with all Thematic Sub Groups.  Initial document consultation finished in February 2010.  In April/May there will be a large scale LSP event.  It is hoped all district and county LSPs (both Executive and Thematic Sub Groups members) will attend.  There is a need to address growth but also take into account deprived areas.  Community issues etc cover a wide range of areas.  For further information visit http://www.gct-jcs.org.  Georgina confirmed that the gypsy and traveller groups have been included in the JCS consultation.

ACION - Sally Pickering requested a presentation/training event on JCS for GAVCA.

2. Minutes and actions of last meeting

The minutes were agreed to be an accurate representation of the last meeting. 

Outstanding Actions:

· Lorna Robinson confirmed that employment figures from Jason Dunsford (Gloucester Works) have now been obtained.

· Names of Front Line workers still need to be supplied to Sylvia Webster for events next week.  Information provided on areas where these events are taking place. 

· Lorna Robinson to contact Valerie Hayllor re outstanding action.

· Outstanding action for Sylvia re Connecting Communities bid – Lorna will circulate this with minutes. Initial meeting held to organise events. These are to be held before end of financial year. Sylvia to update.

Updated structure plan circulated showing how Stronger Communities Group fits into county/city.  Sally pointed out that Gloucester VCS and Assembly should read Gloucestershire VCS and Assembly

3. Executive Feedback

Lorna provided feedback from last Executive meeting. Review of Gloucester Partnership (LSP) ongoing.  Executive members are looking at focusing on community cohesion and ‘narrowing the gap’. This is however still in discussion and will be taken forward at the next meeting.  Lorna emphasised that Executive members value the work already being done by all the Thematic Sub Groups.

4. Action Planning Session

Lorna Robinson explained that the object of this exercise is to look at what is already being provided and to identify the gaps in order to produce draft action plans to cover the three outcomes 2.1, 2.2 and 3.1.  The Executive need to know actual outcomes and evidence of successes.  Emphasised that the LSP is partnership working and action plans are produced alongside the other Thematic Sub Groups to ensure good usage of resources and reduce duplication.

Details provided on gaps identified from MAIDeN database information and analysis of November’s mapping exercise circulated together with templates for groups (covering each outcome) in order to capture ideas.

Feedback from all three groups received.  Lorna asked one member from each group to capture all actions identified so that these can be circulated with minutes.

ACTION – Notes of action plan discussions covering the three outcomes to be sent to Lorna

5. Meeting Timetable for 2010

Lorna will circulate suggested dates for future meetings.

David Bush asked if Neighbourhood Partnerships had been contacted re membership of the Stronger Communities Group as he feels that it is important that they have an input.  Lorna Robinson confirmed that contacts supplied by Vera Li (Neighbourhood Partnerships Officer) had been invited. Sylvia Webster suggested that some Neighbourhood Partnership members may need assistance/support to attend this type of meeting. Sally Pickering suggested representatives from the SCG attend Neighbourhood Partnership meetings to provide them with information.  Pat Bailey advised that some Neighbourhood Partnership members sit on other groups i.e. Healthy City Partnership.  

ACTION - Penny Liddicot to attend Neighbourhood Partnership meetings.

4. AOB and Round Robin

Sylvia Webster – SW Front Line workers meeting on Monday 29th March at Matson Baptist Church.  Dave Cullen to do presentation.  This will include lunch, there will be two sessions (one am and one pm).  Front Line workers can come to one or both sessions.  There will be an opportunity to feed in information on their work.

ACTION – Sylvia to circulate information to community groups.

Suzanne Wigmore – advised of forthcoming SW Beacon event re regeneration 

ACTION – Suzanne to send Lorna Robinson information on the event for circulation to group.

Nicholas Lee – advised group he will be on holiday from March – June.

Nasreen introduced herself as she was late for meeting.  Explained her role in Gloucester with ethnic minorities. Has been working with Gloucestershire County Council to research and produce ‘Untold Stories’. This is a project about the history and settlement of the various minority groups within the county, its outcome has been the creation of three books and an exhibition.  This work has good links with what the Stronger Communities Group is trying to achieve.

Lorna – explained the Women’s Councillor Shadowing Scheme.  Information on this and the Options roadshows circulated.

Meeting closed at 4.10pm  Next meeting will be held on Thursday 15th April 2.00 – 4.00pm. Venue tbc.
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