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Stronger Communities Priority Action Group

16th November 2009

Minutes

Attendees: Zain Patel, Lorna Robinson, Sylvia Webster, Penny Liddicot, Paul Helbrow, Sally Middleton, Catherine Maxwell, Chitra Ramaswamy, Alice Mullis, Samantha Hoad, Sally Pickering, Nicholas Lee, Mark Radford, Mo Ginwalla, Jason Dunsford, PC Damien Lea, Emma Burchell, Dave Cullum, Anita Pope, David Sutton, Barry Leah, John Price, David Bush, Ken Bellis, Terry Pullen (if you attended but didn’t sign in please let me know so I can add you to the list).

Apologies: Marilyn Jennings, Deborah Cartwright, Heike Fanelsa, Val Hayllor

1. Welcome and Introductions

Penny Liddicot welcomed the group to re-launch of the Stronger Communities Group and explained that she in her role at GL Communities would chair the meeting initially until the group elected a permanent chair at the second meeting. 

2. Launch of Community Profiles – David Cullum MaIDEN

David introduced the profiles to the group; they are based on 12 indicators, which include Place Survey results as well as data. This approach was introduced by Warwickshire Council and is seen as a new way to look at neighbourhood data. 

This excel sheet will eventually, when complete, be placed on the website so people can access the data on their ward/super out put area (SOA).

Action: Lorna to circulate current profiles to group with minutes.

David explained to the group how to use the profile and that some of the measures need a bit of a health check e.g. coronary heart disease, no life expectancy data included.

Positives from the profiles were that there was no significant difference between deprived areas and the rest of the county when looking at the place survey results in general. There was some marginal difference around people from different backgrounds getting on well together. 

David explained that in the Westgate SOA someone was11/16x more likely to be a victim of a violent crime, but the human side to this statistic is that there are evening economy issues in this area. So with all of the data, there could be more behind the statistics and the group can work with MaIDEN to build up this community profile picture. 

The Matson SOA had the highest spend on tobacco, more then double the County average. This information was gathered from chip and pin data, surveys and newsagent reports. 

Each Super Output Area can be compared to the County average on detailed graphs within the data set.

The current data is provided for the 7 SOA between Gloucester and Cheltenham but data can be produced for the other areas within the County. MaIDEN has 99 indicators and reports can be produced based on 15 different geographical requests e.g. wards, SOA, districts etc. 

3. Impacts of the Recession In Gloucester – Sally Middleton, Gloucestershire County Council.

Sally spoke for a few minutes about the human side to the recession. She explained that Gloucestershire First had set up a task force to look at the economic side and that her role, at the county was to look at the people’s impact. 

There first action was to set up a signposting website which averages 3,000 hits a month and there is also a helpline for those who cannot access a computer. The current figure for those on job seekers allowance is 12,200, which is 3.5% of the working age population in Gloucester. This is better then the national average of 4.1% but the worst in the region which has an average of 2.9%. Sally also explains, as part of her role to look at the human side of the recession her team collects data on other issues such as; numbers being prescribed anti-depressants, housing applications, benefits etc. 

Overall unemployment is down from it’s summer peak but a lot of the indicators are lagging indicators and from the research done so far there is still away to go before we come out the other side of the recession. 

Sally explained that her priority has been to strengthen the credit unions, to reduce financial exclusion and to work on volunteering options for people to keep them motivated. 5% of Gloucester’s young people are NEET and this one of the largest issues facing the County. 

Action: Data beyond district level? Ahmed Goga/Jason Dunsford may have some information on this from the City Works programme.

David and Sally then took questions from the floor. More information can be found at http://www.maiden.gov.uk/
4. What is already being done? Sylvia Webster, Gloucester City Council

Sylvia spoke about the City Councils current Road Shows that were being rolled out after the Place Survey results.

Sylvia also mentioned the County’s LAA Outcome 15 group, which this new Stronger Group can feed into. The outcome 15 group is putting on front line workers – practitioner days in December/January.

Action: To let Sylvia have the names of people in your organisation who would be described as ‘front line’ workers in our 5 deprived areas.

The delegates were then spilt into 3 groups and asked to discuss what their organisation is doing in each of the 5 deprived neighbourhoods. This exercise was designed to get people thinking about what is being done and can act as a mapping exercise for the group.

Sylvia pulled the group back together before lunch to ask if any one would be interested in working with her on a GOSW Connecting Communities Bid. The deadline is the 12th Dec and there is £12milliion nationally. GOSW has asked Gloucester to put in a bid; this could be a great opportunity for the group to launch with some money. 

Action: Sylvia to pull bid group together (Mo Ginwalla, Sally Pickering, John Price, Chitra Ramaswamy, Penny Liddicot, Anita Pope, Damien Lea)

5. Lunch and Networking

During the lunch break people we invited to stick up on the post it board other partnerships they are involved with, their priorities and future events.

6. Place Survey Results and Neighbourhood Road Shows – Emma Burchell, Gloucester City Council

Emma explained that the Place Survey was carried out in September 2008 but due to a number of reasons the results were only released a few months ago. The Place Survey replaces the previous Best Value Survey, which had previously focused on services; the Place Survey focuses on resident’s opinions of their Area.

Emma explained with the use of maps some of the results. The three priorities that the survey uncovered were: Level of crime, clean streets and the Health Service. 

These findings are based on 1,100 responses so the sample size is small but the findings can still point to trends. 

In response to these findings a number of road shows have been arranged to help people understand their council and to ask people, directly, what is important to them. These are on: 18th in Kingsholm, 19th Tuffley, 24th Barton and 26th in Matson. There is also a ‘Big Brother’ style camper van, which will be touring the City on the 18th to capture people’s opinions on a video diary. 

Emma said that of people wanted more information on the Place survey that she would be more then happy to share the findings. Her email is emmab@gloucester.gov.uk
Following Emma’s presentation a number of people mentioned the ward boundaries, and electoral bounders etc can be confusing for people and this could be one of the reasons that people may feel that they can’t influence decisions.   Sally Pickering felt that maybe the stronger group should be lobbying about the affects the boundaries had on service delivery. If the general public is unclear about the Ward or Service delivery boundary then it was no wonder they felt unable to influence services.
7. Preventing Violent Extremism Agenda – PC Damien Lea.

PC Damien Lea asked the group what there understanding of Prevent was? Answers included: Possibly a dangerous policy that aims to reduce situations where extremism can occur, reduce hate crime, looking at the root cause of extremism. 

“Violent Extremists seek to exploit vulnerabilities in individuals and drive a wedge between them and their families and communities. Working with other local and national organisations, it is the aim of the Police service to support those who are being targeted and create stronger and more empowered communities who have the ability to reject violent extremism in all it’s forms”. (Prevent newsletter)

Damien explained that Prevent in Gloucestershire looked at:

· Community Cohesion – working together can reduce opportunities for radicaliser’s to infiltrate a community.

· Empowering – educating young people and women’s groups.

· Tackling grievances – see positive side and to deal with issues quickly.

The Guardian recently ran a piece on Prevent, which implied that Prevent was about spying. This is not the case in Gloucestershire; it is about Neighbourhood Policing and gathering ‘Community’ Intelligence. 

There have been a number of positive programmes running which have been designed to reduce isolation, and bring the community together such as the work being done by the Friendship café. 

Damien gave out a number of leaflets on prevent and told the group, should they have any further questions to call him on 752572.

8. Close – Lorna Robinson, Gloucester Partnership

Lorna thanked people for attending and confirmed that the next meeting will be on the 27th January. Details to follow. 

Lorna also asked people to look at the draft Terms of Reference which had been agreed by the Executive board, these will be discussed at the next meeting.
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