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Delivering the new Sustainable Community Strategy for Gloucester City 2008-2018

Gloucester Partnership Conference Report

31 January 2008
“All the partners in the Gloucester Partnership are committed to revising and agreeing a ten-year strategy to make Gloucester, and every one of its neighbourhoods, into a sustainable community”

Background

The Gloucester Partnership produced the first Community Strategy for Gloucester back in 2003, Our Gloucester – Our Future.  Although the Strategy is only five years through its life, many of the targets have been achieved through partnership working.  The context in which the Gloucester Partnership is working has also changed with a new emphasis on sustainable communities; the new Local Area Agreement and Sustainable Community Strategy for Gloucestershire; and the need to align the Strategy with the Local Development Framework and Housing Strategy.  

The Gloucester Partnership decided to develop a new Sustainable Community Strategy for 2008-2018 to take advantage of the changed context for partnership working; to recognise and celebrate all the improvements that have been achieved; and to make the most of the future opportunities available to the city.  A new Strategy was developed and consulted upon in 2007.

The Conference

The aim of the Conference was to launch the new Sustainable Community Strategy for Gloucester to the wider Gloucester Partnership.  Over 100 partners attended the Conference at the Gloucester Guildhall.

Successes of the Gloucester Partnership


The Conference began with a presentation by Val O’Connor (Coney Hill Neighbourhood Project), Vice Chair of the Gloucester Partnership.  Val outlined the achievements of the Partnership to date.  The full presentation can be accessed on the Gloucester Partnership website (www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk).  Some of the achievements include:

· Improvements to Gloucester Park and 36 neighbourhood green spaces

· Learning, Skills and Employment Initiative piloted in 2007-2008

· Reduction of major crimes in Gloucester (vehicle crime, domestic burglary, robbery) by 2600 incidents (22.7%), by March 2007

· Gloucester Heritage Urban Regeneration Company established, with over £200m invested by March 2007

· Westgate Community Trust established and developer appointed to the Four Gates Neighbourhood Centre

Val summarised by emphasising the achievements and good work done so far by the 200 plus members of the Gloucester Partnership.  She encouraged partners to maintain their momentum and carry on working together to improve life for the people of Gloucester.

A New Sustainable Community Strategy for Gloucester

[image: image2.png]Sustainable
Community
Strategy for
Gloucester.

\_/’. y
2008—-2018

£ Glouces ter
= Partnership



Paul James (Gloucester City Council), Chair of the Partnership then launched the new Strategy for Gloucester.  

The Strategy sets out a vision for Gloucester:

“In 2018 we want Gloucester City to be a fair, just and thriving community where no one is disadvantaged, and where:

· A vibrant urban economy supports a diverse society

· Everyone is able to reach their full potential and feel part of their community and the City

· The environment is healthy and safe for all”

He explained that the new Strategy has sixteen outcomes each with an outcome measure.  Delivery of the outcomes is shared between each of the Priority Action Groups.  All of the Priority Action Groups will be linked to countywide partnerships.

A full copy of the Strategy can be downloaded here (www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk).  A copy of Paul’s presentation can be downloaded here (www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk).

Action Planning Workshops

Delegates then had the chance to participate in an action-planning workshop.  There were five workshops and the discussion from the workshops is summarised below:

· Healthy City

· Stronger Communities

· Economic Development and Regeneration

· Children and Young People

· Natural and Built Environment

Discussion in each of the workshops focused around identifying partnership actions for the relevant outcomes from the Sustainable Community Strategy.  Full notes from each session can be downloaded from www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk.  The notes will be passed on to the relevant Priority Action Group of the Gloucester Partnership and incorporated into their action plans.  The action plans will be published in April 2008.

Signing-up to the Strategy

At the end of the afternoon partners were encouraged to sign-up to the Sustainable Community Strategy and commit to helping the Strategy outcomes.  A number of partners have already signed up.  If you would like to sign up please complete the form overleaf.  The form can also be found on the back page of the Sustainable Community Strategy.  Please sign up to the Strategy if you can, the more organisations that sign-up, the greater the changes that we can deliver for the people of Gloucester.

Contacts

For more information about the Gloucester Partnership or Sustainable Community Strategy contact:

Jenny Hall




Mary Little

jenny.hall@gloucester.gov.uk


mary.little@gloucester.gov.uk
01452 396983




01452 396983

Sign-up to the Sustainable Community Strategy 

 for Gloucester 2008-2018

As a signatory to the Sustainable Community Strategy for Gloucester 2008-2018, ____________________________________ [insert organisation name] commits to:

· Supporting the implementation and delivery of the Sustainable Community Strategy

· Supporting the different structures of the Gloucester Partnership as appropriate to deliver the Strategy

· Working in partnership to deliver the outcomes relevant to my organisation  (Outcomes can be found in the Sustainable Community Strategy – www.gloucesterpartnership.org.uk).  These are:

Outcome:_______________________________________________________

Outcome:_______________________________________________________

Outcome:_______________________________________________________

Outcome:_______________________________________________________

Outcome:_______________________________________________________

Outcome:_______________________________________________________

(Please continue outcomes on a separate sheet if necessary).

Signed
 ___________________________
   Date___________________

Name__________________________________________________________

Please return this form to: 

Mary Little, Gloucester Partnership

Community Strategy, Gloucester City Council, The Docks, Gloucester, GL1 2EQ

01452 396976
mary.little@gloucester.gov.uk

