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Gloucester Partnership - Stronger Communities Group

Notes & Actions from 15 September 2008

Present:
Nicholas Lee (Quedgeley Parish Council), Lisa Ritchie (Gloucester City Homes), Francis Gobey (Gloucester City Council) - Chair, Kerry Whitcombe (Gloucestershire PCT), Bob Allen (Matson Community Partnership), Suzy Jemmott (Glos County Council Research Team) 

Apologies:
John Pryce (Kingsholm Wotton Neighbourhood Partnership), Barry Leach (City Centre Community Partnership), Mavis Wall (3 Bridges Neighbourhood Partnership), Penny Liddicot (White City Community Project), Di Robinson (Community Counts), Sally Pickering (GAVCA), Mike Groom (Barnwood Community Partnership)

1. Small area survey 

Current household survey of five most deprived Super Output Areas (SOAs) in Gloucester – in Matson, Podsmead, Kingsholm & Westgate – along with two in Cheltenham, aiming to give evidence of perception of quality of life. This will be matched with later Place survey to help understand (and act on) the ‘gap’ between deprived areas and others. Early findings due by end of October.

Suzy Jemmott, proposing a focus group of 15 in each area in November to follow up and qualitatively deepen the findings, drew on the group’s local expertise on issues of: engagement & recruitment, planning, venues, timings, facilitation & content.

Actions: Lisa & Bob to assist with recruitment; Suzy to set up content planning meeting with Helen from Cheltenham and selected SCG members in early November; Francis to send out docs.

2. Action plan monitoring report to GP Executive 19/09/08 

The group analysed and verified the monitoring report, making amendments where needed (actioned), and mandated Francis to report to the GP Executive in the absence of Di or Barry. 

Actions: revisit Outcome 2.1 Task d; Francis to alert planners and NP team to planning application protocols for new community partnerships; Mary to update website & send out mapping & community engagement framework.

Next Meeting

Next meeting of GP Stronger Communities Group is scheduled for the evening of Monday 13 October, 6.30pm - 8.30pm, at Coney Hill Community College.
Next Agenda

· Decision on appropriate actions and targets for Outcome 2.1 Task d (representation) and Outcome 2.2 f (volunteering)

· GARAS to advise on emerging communities

· Discussion of role of group: best fit with GP and GSP/LAA

