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Gloucester Partnership Conference 31st January 2008

Workshop Feedback Notes

NATURAL AND BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Participants firstly discussed the idea of setting up a new thematic sub-group of the Gloucester Partnership around the Natural and Built Environment.

They discussed the role of the group:

· Role is to do not just to talk

· Needs to link into Environmental Partnership at County level

· Monitor outcomes

· Develop Action Plan to achieve outcomes

· Influence – needs to feed into partner organisations at high enough level

Potential members of the new group were identified.

· County Highways

· Glos Wildlife Trust

· GHURC

· City Council Planning

· Leisure Trust

· Education / Schools

· Cultural representation

· Environment Agency

· Stagecoach

· VCS Environment Strategy Group

· Elected members – City Council

· City – public open spaces offices

· County Waste Disposal

· Streetcare Partnership

· Community group

· Neighbourhood Partnerships

· PCT

· Emergency Planning

· Severn Wye E.A.

· Civic Trust

· Gloucester City Homes

· Social Housing Group

· Housing Strategy

· Private Developers

The group then discussed the relevant outcomes from the Sustainable Community Strategy, looking at work already happening, any barriers to working and possible actions.

Outcome 1.1 

We will have minimised Gloucester’s contribution to climate change and addressed the local consequences.

a) Actions:

· Talk to Glos. Highways about bicycle hire schemes

· Leading by example re: climate change and publicising this. (orgs)

· Set up rest centres, local storage of sandbags – (neighbourhood planning)

· Network of neighbourhood contacts for co-ordinating flood relief

· Provision of Park & Ride (increase)

· Improved walking and cycling links and rail & bus station.

· Maintaining drains in sustainable way.

Outcome 1.2 

The heritage of our natural and built environment is central to our quality of life and we take action year-on-year to protect, enhance and cherish it.

a) What’s already happening

· Saintbridge BP Friends group 26 weeks of year volunteer clean ups.

· Assist in managing local green open space.

· Quedgeley group

· Barnwood Arboretum

· Robinswood Hill friends

· Voluntary & public sector partnership working

· Allotments

· Volunteer tree wardens

· Planning Conservation listed buildings GHURC, Civic Trust, developers, individuals

b) Barriers

· Bureaucracy, funding, dislike of mess, trees, street trees, lack of knowledge, need more biodiversity input i.e. lack of trees in docks environment

c) Work together to do better

· Better expert advice on biodiversity.

· Bring in more funding

· Get high level political support

· Listen to different groups

· Public art to be included where possible

· Preserving private gardens and protecting diversity

Outcome 2.4

There are high quality open spaces and built facilities for cultured, recreation and leisure

a) Actions:

· Identify open spaces to be developed and who to involve

· Consult communities and involve them on the PAG

· More promotion of funding for small community groups to take action (targeted)
Outcome 3.2

Everyone has improved access to decent, warm and affordable homes

a) Actions:

· Increase awareness of existing schemes (campaigns)

· Glos. Affordable warmth strategy – sign up to

· RSL’s increase funding for affordable warmth initiatives

· Prioritise affordable housing in S106 agreements 

Reduce fuel poverty among vulnerable households

· Private Sector 

CEAC = advice and information home visits / talks 0800 512012

· Warm and well – insulation measure

· Affordable warmth partnership

· Income maximisation

· Home loan scheme

· Home improvement agencies

· Housing benefit / income max

· What to do re more difficult properties?

· Fuel price increases!!

a) What doing now:

· RSL Group 
-  management

- development

(channel for information)

· Work with RSL’s to ensure properties meet highest standards

· Welfare benefit officers

· Share Forum

· GCH SLN with SWEA for advice and into to tenants

b) Action:

· Campaigning to increase awareness of existing schemes e.g. W&W

· Sign up to Gloucestershire Partnership Strategy & Action Plan = lots of tasks.

· RSL’s wishing to be part of developing homes – sign up to increase access and funding for affordable warmth initiatives.

· That affordable housing is the first priority within S106 planning agreements

· Increase the numbers of affordable homes through Local Framework and Housing Strategy

Increase the number of affordable homes through the Local Development Framework and Housing Strategy

A) Doing Now:

· GCC negotiating with developers

· Look for subsidies

b) Barriers:

· Empty homes

· Timescales

· Macro economics

· Land availability in right locations

· Housing Corporation funding

· Brown held land

· Lack of supporting people

C) What to do:

· Need to work with developers

· Extra care village (roof top)

· Micro generation

· Code for sustainable homes

· Supported housing

· Relationship with County Council who have land available

· Public land holders

· More funding for empty homes

· Planning!

· Improve standard in Private Sector

Improve standards in private sector accommodation

a) What doing now:

· Private Sector renewal group

· Home Loans

· Warm & Well

· Decency targets

· Home improvement Agency

b) Barriers:

· Lack of funding

· Lack of awareness

· Private rented problems i.e. landlords

· Ways to target non vulnerable

· Awareness raising

· Installers

c) What to do:

Campaign Partnership to raise awareness

Tap into private market e.g. plumbers/windows etc

Approach companies to ………………….

