STRONGER GROUP


Notes of meeting held on 8th December 2008

PRESENT: Nick Haywood – Vice Chair, Matson & Robinswood Community Partnership; Bob Allen – Chair, Matson & Robinswood Community Partnership; Barry Leach – Chair, City Centre Community Partnership; Nicholas Lee – Quedgeley Parish Council; Penny Hutchinson – Treasurer, Moreland Neighbourhood Partnership; Peter Reid – Chiar, Three Bridges Neighbourhood Partnership; Sally Pickering – GAVCA;  Sylvia Webster – Gloucester City Council

This meeting, facilitated by Sally Pickering and Sylvia Webster, took the form of a review of the Stronger Group.  The discussion focused on the developments at County, where the individual ‘safer’ and ‘stronger’ groups have merged, and whether this could be replicated at District level.

The work that the county Stronger Group has done on defining a ‘strong community’ was shared.  9 ‘stronger’ activities had been identified.  A matrix mapping exercise of these activities and those of the ‘safer’ group, showed clear links between the two.  It was for this reason that County have reformed the Safer & Stronger Group.

Barry Leach reported that the Gloucester Partnership Stronger Group had felt for some time that more partners should be around the table and that merging with the CDRP would be a positive move forward.

Sylvia Webster reported that Martin Shields, the Corporate Director for Services & Neighbourhoods, is currently undertaking a review of the vacant Community Safety Manager post.  Providing support to this merged Group could be a new responsibility incorporated into the JD.

ACTION;  


1. Sally and Sylvia to meet with Nigel Avron to propose the merger of the Stronger Group with CDRP

2. Barry to present the proposal to the next Gloucecster Partnership Executive Meeting on 23rd January 2009

